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-Today’s Presentation-

-A story

-The next wave of propaganda

-Q & A





Fake News?

Misinformation?

Disinformation?

Conspiracy theory?

Propaganda?





Passive vs. Active 
Demand





Computational
Propaganda



Encrypted-propaganda?
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India
--
BJP,
IT Cells,
WhatsApp





The power of relational organizing, 
partisan nano-influencers and ‘pods’?



Data Point:

“We are building a campaign where we are actually recruiting front-line 
workers, who are content creators and social influencers, to tell their 
personal stories. And then we have subsets of micro-influencers who 
are sharing their personal interactions and experiences with those front-
line workers. And think of those as concentric rings...but it shows you 
the specificity with which you can create powerful, emotional, personal, 
and often local narratives to respond to, or program ahead of, what 
you’re seeing on the horizon in terms of harmful narratives coming out 
of the white house and other places”.

–Kay, Digital Strategist, on 
leveraging local influencer networks



Influencer Engagement Pods

Drop pods: have a specific ‘drop’ time where users share 
their content for others to like/comment/follow and there is 
a required level of engagement required for members

Rolling pods: a user has to engage with a certain number of 
posts before they can drop their own

Group pods:looser requirements. No times or limits



Geo-propaganda?
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USA
!

Geo-location
Rallies
Church





Solutions

-Social versus technical.

-Tech versus govt.

-Short, medium, long term.

-Designing for democracy, human rights.



Resources
- UT’s Center for Media Engagement

- First Draft News

-Harvard’s Technology and Social Chance Project

-Rand’s Tools that Fight Disinformation Online.



contact: 

Email: swoolley@utexas.edu

Twitter: @samuelwoolley

Thank you!


